Report from the 2025 England Masters Association Indoor Inter Area Challenge held at Lee Valley Athletics Centre, Enfield, North London on Sunday February 16th.
Unfortunately, although we had our 2nd largest team, we are not yet back to the steady progress made over the lifetime of this fixture; we almost equaled the points scored last year, although podium places were down.  The table below tells the story.  Although still a small team in comparison to most other Areas, our numbers and gender split are still almost twice that of the first three years – so still a platform to build on, if we can encourage more of you, especially our female members, to have-a-go at making the team. 
 
	Year
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Podiums
	Winners

	2015
	8
	0
	8
	4
	1

	2016
	6
	2
	8
	7
	1

	2017
	9
	2
	11
	9
	3

	2018
	10
	1
	11
	12
	4

	2019
	14
	7
	21
	20
	5

	2020
	11
	5
	16
	9
	0

	2021
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	2022
	9
	5
	14
	12
	0

	2023
	9
	5
	14
	11
	2

	2024
	11
	4
	15
	14
	2

	2025
	13
	5
	18
	10
	2


 
The overall team results therefore speak for themselves – it’s a bit of déjà vu.  We just did the best we could with the numbers we had.  We finished 8th/9 male team (139pts) and 8th/9 female team (63pts), but overall we were 7th/9 teams.  Our ten podium placings were hard-earned, and it was encouraging that we at least managed to equal our two victories of the previous two years, after a previous ‘drought’.  So, a good effort against top class opposition, and which included both personal best and season’s best performances. 
The overall team scores (male and female combined) were as follows:
 
	Midland Masters AC
	562

	Eastern Masters AC
	531.5

	Southern Counties VAC
	518

	Veterans Athletics Club
	475

	Welsh Masters AA
	432

	Northern Masters AC
	344

	South West Veterans AC
	202

	Northern Ireland Masters AA
	176

	Scottish Veterans Harriers Club
	165.5




SWVAC athletes’ results.
	Name
	Age-group
	Event
	Position
	Performance

	
	M35-49
	
	
	

	James Rodwell 
	 
	60m
	7th
	8.27

	
	 
	200m
	7th
	26.54

	 
	 
	400m
	9th
	1:05.34

	 
	 
	TJ
	6th
	9.95m

	Matt Dyson 
	 
	60mH
	7th
	11.68

	 
	
	800m
	8th
	2:25.66

	
	
	Shot
	9th
	7.57m

	Richard Davidson 
	 
	1500m
	6th
	4:47.64

	 
	W35-49 
	
	
	

	Harriet Slade
	
	1500m
	2nd
	4:54.82

	
	M50-59
	
	
	

	Mark Collins
	
	60m
	5th
	7.81

	
	 
	200m
	4th
	25.73

	Phil York* 
	 
	800m
	5th
	2:33.43

	 
	 
	1500m
	5th
	5:05.48

	David Pearson 
	 
	60mH
	4th
	11.32

	
	
	LJ
	3rd
	4.71m

	
	 
	PV
	2nd
	3.50m

	Stephen McCauley 
	 
	Shot
	1st
	14.44m

	
	W50-59
	
	
	

	Tamzin Gribble 
	 
	60m
	4th
	9.44

	 
	 
	60mH
	4th
	11.33

	 
	 
	LJ
	5th
	3.75m

	 
	 
	HJ
	4th=
	1.25m

	
	
	TJ
	4th
	8.48m

	
	 
	Shot
	6th
	7.70m

	Lisa Carpenter 
	 
	200m
	5th
	33.50

	
	 
	400m
	5th
	1:16.80

	Trudi Carter
	 
	PV
	2nd
	2.21m

	
	M60-69
	
	
	

	 Grant Fulcher
	 
	200m
	7th
	30.90

	 
	 
	400m
	8th
	1:09.19

	Simon Anderson
	
	800m
	6th
	2:27.32

	
	
	1500m
	3rd
	5:00.44

	Sean O’Keefe
	
	HJ
	3rd
	1.35m

	
	
	Shot
	7th
	8.74m

	
	W60-69
	
	
	

	Louise Jeffries
	
	800m
	5th
	3:04.49

	
	M70+
	
	
	

	 Trevor Downward
	 
	60m
	5th
	9.47

	Trevor Downward
	
	200m
	5th
	32.32

	Kevin Archer
	
	800m
	1st
	2:45.24

	
	
	1500m
	2nd
	5:35.19

	Steve Harger
	
	LJ
	4th
	2.99m

	
	
	HJ
	3rd
	1.20m



There were some impressive multi-event performances from Tamzin (6), James (4), David and Matt (3), to help us cover as many events as our small team could. Also, thanks to Phil York for competing in a younger age-group. 
It was also nice to have a few supporters and helpers along, and Steve Harger managed to compete and help with officiating for the event.
To conclude, there’s still plenty of room for more team members and more events to be covered in future, particularly more representation from our female members.
It is always an enjoyable occasion, helped by excellent team spirit, so we look forward to you joining in to make our team both larger and stronger next time.
We also now look forward to the outdoor version, so keep watching the web page, Facebook page, and your email inbox, and keep the training up if you want to be part of the team.
Happy training and outdoor season.
Kevin Archer.

