Report from the 2026 England Masters Athletics Association Outdoor Inter Area Challenge held at Yate on Sunday August 2nd.
The weather was sunny and the competition was as hot as ever, with eight area/national teams competing. We had a much larger team than usual (see below - a record number since I’ve been involved) and therefore performed better – with our best ever points tally in that time. It was good to see a lot of new faces getting involved, and good to see the repeat offenders still motivated. It was also good to see supporters, and supporter Jean Fail deserves a mention for kindly helping with ‘administrative’ duties.
The overall team scores (men and women combined) were as follows: -
	Midlands Masters AC
	668

	Southern Counties VAC
	611

	Veterans AC
	549

	Welsh Masters Athletics Ltd
	459

	Northern Masters AA
	426

	Eastern Masters AC
	393

	South West VAC
	325

	Scottish Veterans Harriers Club
	239


 
Our men were 6th/8 with 199, our women 7th/8 with 126. Unfortunately, we couldn’t convert ‘home’ advantage into a better team placing, and still need more participation in some events, so don’t be shy; give it a try, although I cannot guarantee selection – that is up to you! 
The table immediately below shows our recent year-on-year Outdoors competition figures, and how the points tally really does depend on getting a larger team to the competition. We’ll keep trying!
 
	Year
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Podiums
	Winners
	Total Points

	2016
	17
	3
	20
	22
	6 (M6; F0)
	232

	2017
	9
	3
	12
	13
	4 (M2; F2)
	147

	2018
	16
	8
	24
	33
	12 (M5; F7)
	312

	2019
	11
	13
	24
	24
	9 (M0; F9)
	247.5

	2021
	14
	5
	19
	10
	2 (M2; F0)
	195.5

	2022
	6
	8
	14
	18
	2 (M0; F2)
	198

	2023
	11
	2
	13
	10
	4 (M3; F1)
	160

	2024
	6
	4
	10
	11
	2 (M0; F2)
	159

	2025
	5
	4
	9
	4
	0
	105

	2026
	28
	11
	39
	30
	6 (M5; F1)
	325


Performances:
Everyone gave it their best shot, with some personal, and many seasonal bests. 
SWVAC Athletes’ Results.
	NAME
	AGE-GROUP
	EVENT
	POSITION
	PERFORMANCE

	Lisa Oakley
	W35-49
	100m
	8th
	13.77

	
	
	200m
	7th
	28.97

	Catherine Holdsworth
	
	Shot 
	2nd
	11.79m

	
	
	Discus
	2nd
	33.66m

	
	
	Hammer
	2nd
	43.31m

	Janet Dickinson
	W50-59
	100m
	5th
	14.89

	
	
	LJ
	3rd
	4.19m

	
	
	HJ
	3rd
	1.25m

	
	
	Shot
	6th
	8.16m

	
	
	Javelin
	3rd
	21.38m

	Lisa Carpenter
	
	200m
	6th
	32.29

	
	
	400m
	7th
	1:13.80

	Sarah Swift
	
	800m
	6th
	2:47.44

	
	
	1500m
	4th
	5:30.68

	
	
	Hammer
	8th
	15.83m

	Tracy Bezance-Collins
	W60-69
	100m
	4th
	15.21

	
	
	200m
	3rd
	32.17

	Louise Jeffries
	
	400m
	5th
	1:25.12

	
	
	800m
	6th
	3:12.17

	Jill Harrison
	
	1500m
	5th
	6:11.22

	
	
	3000m
	2nd
	13:00.35

	Karen Jones
	
	Shot
	7th
	6.69m

	
	
	Discus
	7th
	16.26m

	Caroline Powell
	W70+
	100m
	3rd
	15.52

	
	
	200m
	2nd
	32.41

	
	
	400m
	1st
	1:14.56

	Caroline Lavis
	
	800m
	4th
	3:37.87

	Tracy Bezance-Collins, Lisa Carpenter, Janet Dickinson, Caroline Powell
	W50-59
	4x100m Relay
	5th
	1:03.11

	MEN
	
	
	
	

	Paul Green
	M35-49
	100m
	8th
	12.80

	Alex Fields
	
	200m
	2nd
	23.44

	Mike Thiele
	
	400m
	2nd
	53.86

	Tim White
	
	1500m
	7th
	5:11.50

	Sam Hull
	
	3000m
	2nd
	9:24.99

	James Rodwell
	
	Hurdles
	4th
	19.58

	Nick Clements
	
	LJ
	1st
	6.36m

	Derek Clarke
	
	Shot
	8th
	7.09m

	
	
	Javelin
	7th
	16.02m

	
	
	Hammer
	4th
	24.47m

	Malcolm Bourne
	
	Discus
	2nd
	35.50

	Mark Collins
	M50-59
	100m
	5th
	12.50

	Richard Scott
	
	200m
	3rd
	25.65

	
	
	400m
	1st
	55.35

	Adrian Haines
	
	800m
	3rd
	2:16.48

	Marko Nurminen
	
	1500m
	4th
	4:39.97

	Clive Marston
	
	3000m
	6th
	12:28.79

	Iain Osborne
	
	Shot
	7th
	9.40m

	
	
	Discus
	6th
	30.94m

	Jon Bond
	
	Hammer
	5th
	41.54m

	
	
	Javelin
	3rd
	28.17m

	Chris Amos
	M60-69
	100m
	7th
	14.41

	Callum Collins
	
	400m
	7th
	1:09.54

	Phil York
	
	800m
	8th
	2:38.70

	Matthew Robinson
	
	1500m
	3rd
	4:58.66

	
	
	3000m
	3rd
	10:31.08

	Ian Allen
	
	LJ
	1st
	5.21m

	
	
	Hurdles
	2nd
	16.90

	Bob Broadbridge
	
	Shot
	3rd
	11.41m

	
	
	Discus
	1st
	41.29m

	Trevor Downward
	M70+
	100m
	4th
	15.35

	
	
	200m
	5th
	33.10

	David Elderfield
	
	400m
	1st
	1:03.97

	David Cooke
	
	800m
	2nd
	2:47.34

	Kevin Archer
	
	1500m
	2nd
	5:45.89

	Phil Harding
	
	3000m
	3rd
	14:53.12

	Steve Harger
	
	LJ
	4th
	3.28m

	
	
	Shot
	6th
	7.38m

	
	
	Discus
	4th
	21.76m

	Chris Amos, Callum Collins, Trevor Downward, David Elderfield
	M60-69
	4x100m Relay
	5th
	58.06


    
To summarise comments on the day, “It was a grand day out.”  Everyone fully entered into the spirit, performed with credit, and seemed to have, and commented on, an enjoyable experience and atmosphere, which is enhanced by the team camaraderie aspect to the event. 
Callum Collins added, “What a great day! I loved meeting fellow athletes who have only really appeared as names on Power of 10 until now. This was my first experience of competing for South West Vets at an Inter-Area event and I can’t wait for the next one! It would be great to have an even bigger turn-out next time and see the club gradually work its way up the Masters league table.” 
I can echo all the positive comments from the day. It was certainly very enjoyable, a pleasure to be part of the team and the occasion.  
And now, we look forward to the next Indoor instalment of this excellent fixture. No details are available yet, but you will be informed so do keep training!  Kevin Archer.


